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REMONS T "RANCE 


Or Tae Commons Or 


LAND. 


ASLD DILLY 190 EH - 
Hou of > ENSEP IR, allembled 1 1n (E FIReY 


' Preferred to-them by the hands.f the 


0PÞ 58H 


Mr. SprAKER, 


'PÞ Rejuage us not , we ION Jon , becauſe the title of this paper -8s 4 Remonz 
ſtrance, »ot a Petition ; the cauſe 55, for that ECER have. had ill ſrex 


ceſſe of late, yet the matter will be the ſame, though the form differ. 

Ft (end this (whatſoever ; Je will call it ). to bf Honourable Houſe of ( Come: 
mori, ho are the repreſentative body o 4 h whole ( ommons of E ngland.s and 
we deſire topreſent it by you, who are the Speaker of that How eſe. 


"T he end of otir deſire 6s Peace, and we hope we (ball pdt erre inthe way, when, 
we entreat 10K to bs Mediatour. Maſter $ peaker, a{lchat we defreof your, is » 


_ - ts deliver tit tothe Houſe, to procure itto y readsang to obtain'ta us. good an. 
anſwer unto it As you may. 


And now we addreſſe our ſelves tothe honourable Houſe it [el f- 


Wie this Parliament was-called (after @yeralunbappy breaches of 
ſome former.) we comforted onz:{elves with-ahope of a redcefle 
all onr grievances, and we made choice of you foriour Knights, Citizens; 
oy Barg efſes, to ferye for ns,and we did} put onr confidence in you;and be= 
leyed chat you according to.our truft-withour any by-reſpeRs, would hays 
{tudied onely.the peace and good of the-Kingdome, and wecaanor be yer, 
out;ofhope,cbue char:ye.will perferm'it inthejend; |; i 
. Bur youmnutt noc take ir-amiſie, if as perſons vierad, werell yon-where | 
our griefsie, And to prepare our Curethe VBtLET > we mutt Eyou ©0 


call co your temembrances. LAG a 
x. That we are ill ebe rue voy of the Commons of England; yl In, but - 
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7, That in right we onght to have acceſſe to thoſe whom we have thug. 
choſen, and corhe whole Houſe , as chere ſhall be cauſe, to impart our de- | Rs 
firexunto you, ard yo ought act to retiſe ug, 
4+ Thar by.anvolving ouryotes in yours, we had\no purpgſe to make you - PF 
Wn: perpetuall Dictators. h | 
_ DP " 5. That we never intended , that you ſhould have that latiende of power 
as to imbarke us all in a Givill Warre,to the deſiruction of us and our polte-: 
T1L1ES, | 1 \ | F 4 kl 
6. Much lefſe had we a thenghr,thac by any-youryotes ye would orgon'd | 
dcaw us into any Ads of dilleyalty-or diſobedt tence againft onr nathrall 
Leige Lord, to whom by the lawesof God and man, we do owe and will | 
pay all allegiance and fidelicy. : D 
- Wherefore we muſt claim this freedome which belongs nnto ns , as free-. 
born SubjeRs,and as perſons interefled in the good and ſafery of this King- . | 
dom,as well 4s your ſeſves; that ye will fþ dily take rhoſe things Into your | 
wiſe and religious confiderations,which belong to our peace,and which we - W 
our of the deep ſenſe of our preſent miſeries, and of the apparent rane of 
us all (if not timely preyented) do now offer unro you, —- - + 
"None of which ſhall be any new fancies,or dreams of diftempered braing, . 
bur ſhai-be ach 2s haye their grammds Gn. parene truth, & a cleer evidence. 
For firſt, -we do prefefie ro all the wor'd , that weare reſolved with onr 
lives and fortines to maintain che- crue Proteſtant Reljgion eſtabliſhedb 
the Lawsin this Church of England. To maintain out well ſetled Govern-. 
ment under a Monarchy,according to the kroyn laws ef this land. To maine. . 
eain the jyſt berry of onr-perſans and properry of out Eſtates, accordiog to. 
cheRule of thofe Lawes. Tomaintain the juſt priviledges of Parljament,.. 
without which-our Laws can hardly be continued. _ £28 


And in the aſſerting of theſe, we beleeye we have the concurrence of bork . 1 
the Houſes of Parliament, for ſich have been their daily Proteftation. . ; =Y 

And fortbe Kings Majefites Opinion herein ; he hath by matry Declara«. 
tions, ſolemn procefiations, and-religions vows, before God and'man,declts 
red himſeltfo fully and fredy,rhac'ir is his unchancertbleRefoloon to live 
and-die in the maimainance of all'theſe, thar we hold onr ſelves bounden in;- 
reverence to hisperſon,and'in'Chriltianity, to beleeve char he'will faithiſul= 


. 


ly.per for mls word wvirh his people, | T 
And we have this further affurancetheregf, inthathe hath deſcended 1d' 
low'from his throne,as roacknowledge forme errors which have flipt him in- 
: his bypaſt,goverment,8 to undereake not to-give- way to the like hereafier. | 
£ We wiſh with all our hearcs, chat you woald with the ſame ingenuity ac- | 
knowledg your errors alfo;8 ametthem; ſ6 we might oon/by Gods bleſ- | 
fing )bave our peace reſtored, 8 by your induſtries be made-a happy Nation. © | 
| Lerus thencleerly andfreelycexpreſie in wharthings we find our- ſelves | 
ang which have been voret;ordered;and afted by you during this Par- < 
Lamnenr, wherby the cure intended is becomework,chen aaa" ' 
p evhi 


- which we formerly languifhed;o we mult with as mich clemne ind free: 
"_ don proteſt agaihit them, if ehey be nor ſpeedily reformed and remedied,” 
” x; That under the colaniof advancing the true Proteſlant Religion, incout</ 7 
hk. ION I Brawnſts and all manuer of Setaries, whith 
"0 mmltiply in every Corner, which muſt be reformed, or onrerae Religionic loft, 
—_ - 2. Uniderthe pretence of hatred of Popery (which we alſo deteſt » as far as 
| Their ſuperſbitians and idelatrous tenets are inconfift ext with rhetrue reformed 
| Proteſtant Relrgion) the Books of ( omm-prayer (which is eſtabliſhed by Law) 
|  «& ried down by many,and all decent orders in Gods onrward worſhip; and every 
man left tþ the diftate.of hs owe private ſpirit > But let the Laws againſt Pas 
pifts aud Seitaries ( the two extreams ) be put in due execution, we ſhall thank 
” for it, | 
JOE. * 2 Vader the colony of regulating the Eccleſia ſticall C onrts,and taking away 
| the Hiph»(ommiſſuon (Court, all fpiritaall Iursdittion ( for the ceErcive pare 
En. thereof, which » the life of the Law ) ts taken away , ſo that now no heinous 
—— . efimes, inquirable by thoſe ( onrts, as Adultery, Inceft, '&c, oan be puniſhed: 
Ns Herefie or Schiſme reformed : No Chanch cas be inforeed to be repaired + 
No Church-officers, as Church=wardens,G&c, are compellable to take nponthent 
their offices, or perform their dnties , no wot to provide Bread and Wine for the 
Communion : No Parſons or Vicars can be inforced to attend their (ures, or to 
give ſatisfattion for the pains of them who do : Ns tithes can be Fecovered by 
their Law wor other (harch»daties. We beſeech you think what will be the 6nd 
of theſe things at the laſt. Wet | 
: 4; Vader the name of reforming the Charch-government , ye endeavony is | 
"take away the funition , and being of Church-governonrs , as Biſhops and theiv - 
1] Aſſitants the Deans ant ( hnpters, ſo ts take away at ouce the preferments'of 
|  Pearned men; and the inconragements of learning : In the name of God let the ; 
mY abuſe) be taken away, but not the uſes alſe. [7 DOE 
5. For the reftifying of matters amiſſe in Church Diſcipline,and forme things 
te Doltrine alſo ( as is pretentled ) an Aſſembly of Divimes is proponnded to be 
ednvocated ard conſulted with : The matter ts right, but the manner is ſurely 
amiſſe , and ſo we are likely to loſe the benefit of the ſubſtance for the erronrs in' : 
the circumſtance, which is, That inthis intended Convocation, the Divines are 
not nommated by Divines , who can beſt judge of their abilities ( which ts the 
logall way) the greateſt part of thoſe who are named, are known or juſtly ſuſpe- 


thed tobe perſons ill disÞoſed to the Peace of the ('harch , and addifted too much 
| . td Inmooation; you your ſelves(being all Lay-men ) are to be the ontly Indges of 
| what ſhall be propounded, and what determined ; the Divines bat your aſſiſtants, 
and the King is totally to be excluded from having any voice or hand in it: And 
| ( a5 it ts propomnded ) this is to be a perpetwall Convocation , if the Houſes of 
| Parliament ſo pleaſe. ao e EY 
| _ 6. Vndey the colony of freedome of Preaching, ſeditions Sermons are preached 
Aly, even it the hearing of many of your 206") who tradace the Kings Sacre# 
Eo oneders ys Prog 


—— - 


- 


, are puniſhed for it, 
; by famezto be the principall engine to kindle this fige of Hell, to the juſt ſeandall 


++. 03, Pander Hit Govermtuts And in expreſſe tees, encomagerhematurai. 


wo <a fifa OLA WR: chrif fy civil / Warre,s de f n028 
| which makes us feare that this is, and loug hath beene made 


pf all good men, and ſlander of our Religion, this aottrine comming [0. cloſe ts 


cad XA | obo Laid ta L3H rn GD TVS iu 
7 And divers worthy, learned, ara painefull Preachers have been.commutted 


70 priſon by you for delivering their canſciences freely and religionſly,& preach 
ing of obedience to their $ overaigne:theſe things we obſerve untd yeux tend ing 


namely ag «inſt the maintaining and propagation of the true Proteſtant Religion, 
-* Touching that pare which concerneth the maintaining of the Lawes, we 
Hall obſerve alſo ſome things uato you,wherein yout owne practice differs 
much from your profeſſions : a prepoſterous way to perſwade us, or any 
other by-ltanders. pad ENS Ain es, 

' x Yeaſſume that power to your ſelves, that ye by a bare yore without an 


' aRof Parliament, may expoundor alter a knowne Law; whereas the Cam- 


mons hauſe formerly afſumed ro, themſelves no ſuch power, bur in order to- 
wards the makin2 of a new Law: nor did the Houſe of Peeres challenge any 
ſuch ching: Bur they haveing the power Judicacure , as Judges they procee- 
ded according to the Rules of che knowne Lawes, and upon thelr henouts 
are anſwerable for the julinetie of theix Iydgmenr, 2s ocher Courts are upgn 
cater... 7 = | : Not 


- 2. Ye make your owne orders and ordinances to be as Lawes , and com«' 


el them to be obſeryed,and with a {triterhand:which may bind the Mem- 


ers of your houle in cheir priviledges, buc have not nor ever had the force - 
of Lawes,uncil/by both houſes and che KingsConſent they were confirmed, 


3.And for your owne obſeryation of the Laies of the Land;ye make your 


ſelyes to be ſo tarre aboyethe reach of them , that by your orders and ordi-. 
nances ye enjoyne the Indges 7nd Miniſters of [n(tice to forbear (contrary, 


to their oathes) to proceed 1n their ordinary courſe, where ye pleaſe, 


4 Ye makean Ordinance to-pur. the Milicia of the. Kingdom 1n ſuch hands 


as ye pleaſe, and ſhall confide.in ; andthis without the King , and exprefly 
againſt his Command,” 5 .YePoſfleſie your ſelyes of the Navie Royall,;and 


appoint Admiralls and other Officers by Sea without the King, and uſe thoſe. 


ſhipps againſt the Xing himfelfe. 
. 6 7etake the Kings Caſtles, Forts and Ports, the.places of great firength 
inthe Kingdome, and keepethem againſt the King hinſelfe, Hu#,and Port (= 


»onuth; an ' UUindſor Caſtles. and theſe three laſt a&ttons appeare tO us to | 


have beene done by Deligne, tor 


7, The pretence ar fictt was for the,preſeryation of the Kingdome, againſt | 
ſome forrergn Enemy , bur whengone appeared in many moneths ( and we _ . 


now beleeve none fuch in truth ever were) a warre for the Parliament, 
again(t che King himſelfe was raiſed for the preſervation of the King, 


8 And chaſe which refuſe to joyne in thirwarre wich you,or to contribute : 


unce 


oY 
» 


} 


| Srace independant ,, ye have treated by your Agents with forrei 


-not how'it can be 1 


F 
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Nalgene and ov” ill-aft a foy eCommon:-wealt ours ogh we fee. 
| e then. Treaſon againſt che K. rojoyn with you therin, 
. -9- Burto a)kthoſe. that! pdt nga Ofbcers of. your Armie, 
ye give large-and even profuſe encerrainments and reyeards;; .butout of our 
s,who give you lirtle chanks for it. Fhys much may ſuffice togive a taſte . 
ow the laws are, and how they are likely ro be maintained , in theeoncfe 
weare fiow in. * | And for the Liberty of our perſons,and propriety of our 


Eftates, we-ſhall ay 2 lictle in:the next place, and by a few particulars judge 


x, Yerake che Kings treafure,ye.intercept his revenue, poſſeſle his houſes: 


of accefle.and all theſe for his own ſervice, and i f any attend him or afſift 
him,chey are condemaed as Malignants, Popiſh,evill Counſellers and Ene-» 
mies to-the State, Gre: — Cs = SHE oe 
2- :'Ye have by meſſages endeavoured to.petſwade our Brethren of Scot: 
- End c0join in yourRebellion.againſt your Soveraignand this, was uot done 
by ſome private men alobe, bur ordered by the Votes of your Houſe, | 


 1*:3+ Ye condemn the Rebels in Ireland(and that very juſtly)for their hors 


tid rebellion thece, and yec your ſelves dogreater and more horrid as of 
of bacharous hoftility againſt che King,even in his. own perſon,in-England 2; 
and when ye haye been charged with it ye would excuſe it by:aying, that it 
was not your fault,but the fanlt of the King himſelf,and of the Counſellonre. 
and Cayaliers abonr him , that he went- himſelf in perſon imro the barcle, | 
which he did with chat magnanimity-andKingly courage,as will adde tohis- 
honour and your ſhame,wlllt che. world cndurerh, Thus your ation is be» 


x { % 


come odious to God ind man, and your excuſe for it ridiculous,.  . .- .* | 


+ 4c Andasif ye had ſhaken off all ſubjeRion ,. and your ſelyes become a 


[on States 2 
Such uſurpation upon Soveraignrtie, was never attempted in this Kingdom, 
. -5. Ye comman] your own-orderg,ordinances,and Declarations to be prin= 
red and ,qubliſhed cam privilegio.s Burif any thing come from the King, 
which may truly inform aad di{abuſe che people, ye forbid thoſe to be pnb= 
liſhed, and contmic chem ra priſon who doit. 4 | 

- 6, The monies advanced by gift, or adyenture, or a& of Parliament , and 
ſouldiers prepared-for Ireland to reduce the Rebels there, ye. have from. 
time to tine diverred.ro-maintain this nnnacurall warre in England; ſo ye 
do vifibly loſe the Kingdome of Ireland, that ye may be che bercer enabled 
ro loie the Kingdome of England aiſo... * 


7. Ye have ſhewed your ſe'yes ſo averſe from peace ,: that ye have voted 


there ſhall be noceſfarion of Arms , leſt by a free treatiea peace might en- 


ſue; This1s your carriage rowards the King himſelf. | : 
_ And left ye might be accuſed to be juſter ro the {abject then ye are to- 
wards your Sovyecaign, theſe things ye have done to the ſubjeRt alſo. 


2, 7s have made an Ordinance that the twentierh part of tmens eflates, 
| | - mult 
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5 chaſe who ſhall value that twentiech Pare ; and why by the ni qe TT T 


take not the tenth part, or the onehalf, we ſee nor: and for the leyying of it, 
yeord:zinyour Colleory ſhall diftrein ſor the fmn aſſefied, and fell the dt- 
ſtrefſeand if nd diftrefſe can be fonnd,the perſons of theſe notable oftendors 


are co be impriſoned /;/and they'and their families banithed from rheir ha« 
_ 25, Bucleftthis ſhould not have the colonar of Law ſufficient ts blind the 
world, ye have lately made an ordinance for the Inhabitancs of che Coun«. 
ties of Northampton, Rutland, Derby. &c. to'piy and be alfefled (by Aﬀety | 
rs named in your AR ) 1h imitation 'of the Statute lately made for rhe 
_ 40000! aftd this; as is probable,thall in convenient time be extetided ro the 
whole Kingdom : ſo yefirft caſt your ſelves into a neceſſity to ger mony,by: | 
making an impious war upon your Soveraign, and then out of that necethty: | 
ye compell yohr fellow- Snbje&s' (who abominare the war)eo maintain ir; 
2. And ye have yera ſhotter and a ſurer way: where ye underftand there lr 
is any money, plare,or goods to be had, ye ſend a party of Horſe or Dragoos = 7 
ners, to ferch it onc of an enemies Country , becanſe the owners ate good = 
SubjeRs to the King, or you ſuipeR them to be o ; and that alone 1g crime _. | 
ſdfficient to apprehend them, to judge them , and to'take execution upon | 
them, and all chis without the. Ceremony of Law ,'by your abſolute and 
omniporent , which cannot erre, BEEN 03:35 
4+ Yon diſcharge Apprentices and Seryants from their Maſters ſervices, | 
wichont conſent of ther Maſters and Dames, apd either perſwade them or 
compel! chem to ſerye in your Army againſt the King: This is indeed che 
Libe OCR. Is REST LeFas bh Le 
_ 5. Ye haveimpriſoned many for petitioning unto you ( as if rhat alone 
were a ctime ) ifthe matter of rhe prtabh do Bot faccer you in-your pre- 
ſent courſes, *J | | 
6. Andothers ye haye impriſoned , ſome for petitioning , and ſome for 
mon to petition to the King (asthoſe Gentlemen of Hertfordſhire and | 
Weſtminſter: ) And yet God be praiſed , the way is open to petition to hint | 
in Heaven, and ke will hear usin his good time, | | 
__  Laftly, for your priviledges of Parliaments, Ka 
. x. Yeforbid us to diſpute them, yealone are ( as ye ſay ) the Jodges of 
them ; but in former ages choſe alſo might be and have been judged by the 
lawes of the Kingdom : onely of offences commirted by your own Mem- 
bers againſt your Houſe, of theſe you Jrethe proper Judges : and of the 
| elections of yoor Members. Sts To 
b | ''2. Yettheſe we conceive under your good favours, are to be thus cenft- 
| ned, that eyery member. of your Houſe hath and ought ro haye as free lis - 
derty as any of them, to deliver his opinion upon every emergent occaſion, 
and not to be committed, as ſome baye been : -<-- or put our of the Houſe, 
25 others haye been, for ſpeaking freely againſt che ſenſe of che Houfe,or'ra- 
therof lome members thereof, inp” or 3. The - , 


'P 
2, 


73 The Priviledges of yoneNonle mae Hover chilllcws 


Jealt by leaye of the Houle. . 


queſtione 


| beadded roour milery, it is this;thar we cannor ſee thro 
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w any Member which ſhall comic Treaſon, or Felony:bor ye have tiow de- _ 
chred that no Member of the Houſe, nor any others imployed by you in 
chis horrid Rebellion,ſhould be queltioned tor Treaſon,bnt in Parl.or at. the 


Committee{as you call it wherein a very few 


4. Ye have made a cloſe zerein 
Members of your Houſe onely are privy co your Councels, and what thoſe 
few-confult upon , Is ſummarily reported to the Honſeand that taken upon 
eroſt by an implicite faith of all che reft, le 9 
i - 0: {ogy prefent Members of your Honſe haye had their eleAions 
ned, buc if they incline to thoſe propofitions which ye lay doyyne t6 
your ſelves to uphold your Ty rannicall and nſtrped Goverment:you are ſg 
bufied.in the great affaires of State, that in ewo yeares ſpace (far ſo long & 
longer ye havecontinued this Parl;already )ye have no lei fare ro determine 
thoſe queltzons, lelt you ſhould looſe fnch a'one from your party, . 

© harh beene deb re 


| 6. Somerimes when a-marrer of imporrance harh'beene' 11 deb; Soar Þ 
have part it tothe queſtion, and uport the queſtion it hath beene d& in mt 
ay 


2nd the ſame queſtion againe reſuredat another time , berrer vr 
the purpoſe, and derermined quite contrary; this we are well ed w 
any — tr; of former Parliamems, whenmany of us were Memberg 

7-5; Yo : JO ers” 

We do beleeye ye have many jutt priviledges for the freedome of yout 
perſons, for freedome of ſpeceh;bur-we never did beleeve char ye hacfa Pri» 
viedee to take the Sceprer imo your hands, to levy a Warre agaialt yon 
King, and'to -compell others to joyne with you in {o execrable an aft, We 
with from onr hearts thar all cheſeObſeryations were but fables and fiiong, _ 
as we hay emer with many from you ro amuſe us)bur they are all undeni- 
ably true; our conditions therefore are moſt miſerable,'when rhus inſtead of 
of maintaining rhe trne prorefiant Religion, the Lawes of the Land,the juft 
Liberty _—_—_ ery of the Subjet , and juſt priviledges of Parliament, 
they areall of them radicefly and fandamenrz1ly deftroyed,and rhar.by yo! 
whoſe dates endÞ rofeſfions are daily to the contrary, And on [IH bg cal 

fe Bins” 

chis fnolerable yoke of flayery which ye pr your fellow ſibjets,Gall 
have an end, vin by the > of a Re yer have canned an A; whereby 
ye have peifidiouſly over-reached both the King and people , to make chis 
Parliament to be perpetuall at your pleaſurses, chat 0 arbitrary power 
and tyranny over the Kingdome, might be perpecuated. 

Yet one thipg more may be added to our unhappineſſe; 
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Faiſſe felices , We were lately, happy;people, and are now on a ſad- 


” 
% 


den reduced to ſich a depth of unhappineſle, that we are made a ſpectacle ts 


. the whole world, and the very obje& of their ſcorne : For, 


We are (before we wereaware of it) caſt in a Warre, a Civill Warre, 


 anirreligions and barbarous Warre, againſt our Soveraigne, our naturall 
Licge Lord, | "ER | 
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' © By looſing our commerce at home,ic being intetcepred by the Armies; 
and almoſt no debts paid, occaſioned {pecially by the ptividedges.of your . 
Members, and ſuch as ye-priviledg.-- +; 1 2b on YE 
© ©. By looſing ourtrade abroade, ir beingcalt into the hands offirangers, ' 
_ _ VVelooſeour ſeafon for tizlage and husbandry, which-malt of neceſfj- 
ry introduce aFamine;andFamine doth bur uſher inaPellilence:AndWarre, 


Famine,and Peftilence,are the three great and. fearefull;Judgements of God 
__ Nothing can redeemne us out-of theſe calamicies , but a ſpeedy Peace, 
and to prepare ic. ,a Ceflation of Armes : And thea by good Lawes,, asye 
bave already happily begun, co amend whar isor, hath, beene aavifle., wich- 
4.” We.beleech.you therefore ar the laſt ,.co lay aſide your afteRions , and 
in your jrJgmencs to provide for us, and-for your ſelyes,and for:chehonous 
of our Religion,the peace of our conſcien:es, the preſervation of our lives 8: 
eſtates, and for the falvation of our pogge ſaules, to have pity upon us, bind 
our bleeding wounds, cure the diſtractions of the thecime., and make up 
- e breaches berweene the King aad people, occafioned onely by a miſ-nas 
And Fiheſ our Petitions, or Complaints, or Remonſfrances(call them 
what you will) may prevaile with-you, we doubr not,, but that the King of 
His grace and —ddrefle will be intreated to bury all. your by-paſt-ations 
in an aR.of oblivion, that neither, che preſent age; nor che ages to. come... 
may to the ſhame of this Nation,have cauſe to remember what have hap. 
pened here in this laſt and worſt age of the world. - 3 AD SIT IN 
 Burtitallthis, andall which ia your great indgmencs yee can adde yr- 
to it, ſhall not move you ; We doe and ſhall proteſt co all che world,, that 
with the hazard of our lives and. forcunes,, and all we.can call our.own, 
me ſhall endeavor co vindicate our ſelves from theſe inhumane courſes, Sed 
welipra ſprramns.V Ve hope for better thingy. | on bog 

Te ſhall inceſſantly pray co God to-perfeRt onr hopes by bleſ. 


 &gyour Counſels, 
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